Charter Authorization — Questions and Answers
As authorizer, would Oxford share funds with a cyber charter academy?

Only the State School Aid would be funneled through Oxford Schools. A charter may receive federal
grant funds directly from the MDE by following the same procedures as a traditional school district. A
charter would have its own district and school code and would perform its own pupil accounting
procedures (including CEPI reporting). Charters are required to have an independent audit of their
financial accounting records conducted annually by a CPA. A charter would be considered a constituent
district in our local intermediate school district and students could access programs and services funded
through career and technical education millage dollars on the same proportional basis used for other
constituent districts. The ISD plan for special education programs and services--including IDEA funds—
must include charter schools. The MDE continues to develop its procedures with regard to cyber
charters and relative funding.

What other types of State and Federal funding are available to charter schools?

A charter may access state and federal grants in the same manner as local school districts. A charter
school is considered to be a local school district to be included in the intermediate school district plan
for special education programs and services. Charters have the same right to participate in state school
aid and intermediate school district special education funding as any other constituent school district.

Could a charter school authorized by Oxford purchase other services from our district?

Yes — Oxford can choose to offer a charter services at an agreed upon rate/fee. The authorizer may
provide other services to a charter school it authorizes for a fee, but shall not require such an
arrangement as a condition to issuing the charter contract.

What are the specific responsibilities of an authorizer of a cyber charter school?

Charter contract issuance
e Must adopt a Charter School Policy, including a rubric or other criteria for selection
e Publicize a charter application window and make subsequent decisions on applications
e Develop a description of the process for amending the contract during the term of the contract

Fiscal agency
e Receive state school aid and forward payment to charter (own district/school code)
e Retain authorizer fee (2-3% of total state school aid)

Compliance oversight
e Submit contract to MDE within 10 days of signature
e Establish method of selection, length of term, and number of board of directors
e Ensure that the board of directors included local representation
e Develop and implement a process re: performance standards and accountability
o Oversee pupil admissions process
e Determine if all fire, safety, and health codes are met



How would a potential marketing plan look for a cyber charter and where would it be targeted?

At this point, any potential charter would operate as a completely separate entity from a marketing
perspective. It is our preference to work alongside them to ensure the overlap is minimal. Charter
enroliment specialists would refer all in-district student inquiries to Oxford Virtual Academy with the
understanding that parents ultimately make enrollment decisions and the charter cannot deny qualified
applicants. The charter organization would not have access to our art nor would we dual-brand.
However, authorizing a charter school whose reach is statewide would be a value to our district.
What is the typical enroliment for a statewide cyber charter academy?

Students across the state currently have multiple options for enrollment in charter schools. A new
charter school would provide an authorized Oxford option. According to 2016-2017 enrollment data,
9% or 146,000 Michigan K-12 students were enrolled in charter schools. The maximum enrollment in
any single cyber school is 10,000 pupils.

Other LEA-authorized statewide cyber charters in Michigan:

Eaton Rapids Public Schools — LifeTech Academy = 205 pupils

Genesee School District — The Paris Academy = 365 pupils

Redford Union Schools District 1 — Regents Academy = 303 pupils

Vestaburg Community Schools — Success Virtual Learning Centers = N/A

Ovid Elsie Area School District — Michigan International Prep School = N/A

Manistee Area Public Schools — Michigan Great Lakes Virtual Academy = 2,629 pupils

Whitmore Lake Public Schools — Livingston Classical Cyber Academy = 139 pupils

Mesick Consolidated Schools — Highpoint Virtual Academy of Michigan = 235 pupils

Gobles Public Schools — Michigan Online School = N/A

Who is responsible for reporting: the charter academy or the authorizer?

Charter schools must submit an annual comprehensive financial report into the Financial Information
Database (FID) maintained by CEPI using the chart of accounts prescribed in the Michigan School
Accounting Manual. The report is submitted electronically and filed with the MDE by November 15 each
year. The penalty for noncompliance is the withholding of state school aid payments. We ultimately
authorize their reports and assess school performance.






